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The siege of Lille meanwhile continued, and at last
it began to be seen that, instead of attempting to fight
a grand battle, the wisest course would be to throw
assistance into the place. An attempt was made to
do so, but it was now too late.

The besieged, under the guidance of Marechal Bouf-
flers, who watched over all, and attended to all, in a
manner that gained him all hearts, made a gallant and
determined resistance, A volume would be necessary
in order to relate all the marvels of capacity and valour
displayed in this defence. Our troops disputed the
ground inch by inch. They repulsed, three times run-
ning, the enemy from a mill, took it the third time, and
burnt it. They sustained an attack, in three places at
once, of ten thousand men, from nine o'clock in the
evening to three o'clock in the morning, without giving
way. They re-captured the sole traverse the enemy
had been able to take from them. They drove out the
besiegers from the projecting angles of the counter-
scarp, which they had kept possession of for eight
days. They twice repulsed seven thousand men who
attacked their covered way and an outwork; at the
third attack they lost an angle of the outwork, but
remained masters of all the rest.

So many attacks and engagements terribly weak-
ened the garrison. On the 28th of September some
assistance was sent to the besieged by the daring of
the Chevalier de Luxembourg. It enabled them to
sustain with vigour the fresh attacks that were di-
rected against them, to repulse the enemy, and, by a
grand sortie, to damage some of their works, and kill
many of their men. But all was in vain. The enemy